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    SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION




      Randy Dorn   OLD CAPITOL BUILDING ( PO BOX 47200 ( OLYMPIA WA 98504-7200 ( http://www.k12.wa.us

January 29, 2010
To:
Transitional Bilingual Instructional Program/Title III Directors/Coordinators

From:
Helen Malagon, Interim Director, Migrant/Bilingual Education

Re:
Teacher Exchange Program with Mexico

The teacher exchange program is a part of the Binational Migrant Education agreement with Mexico.   Its intent is to offer teachers and administrators from the U.S. an opportunity to work directly with teachers who represent the cultural, educational, and linguistic diversity of Mexican students and to acquaint Mexican educators with the U.S. culture and educational system. The program is implemented during summer school programs and has specific requirements that adhere to guidance agreed to by both countries.

Districts requesting Mexican exchange teachers for the summer of 2010 must submit their application by February 12, 2010 and must adhere to the following requirements:

· Submit an application to Susana Noguez Trejo at the Mexican Consulate’s Office in Seattle at snoguez@sre.gob.mx with a copy to Terrie Beckman at terrie.beckman@k12.wa.us in OSPI’s Bilingual Education.  On the application, be specific regarding the exchange teacher’s assignment (grade level, content area) and role (teaching assistant, cultural activities, parent involvement, professional development). A district may request a teacher(s) from specific Mexican states.
· Develop a work plan and provide a contact person that can communicate directly with the exchange teacher. Mexican teachers often bring materials to complement their teaching assignment and knowing the specific assignment will help them plan.
· Provide food and lodging (a host family is recommended). Please specify gender requested.

· Provide a weekly stipend, a minimum of $100.00 - $200.00 per week is recommended.

· A district receiving an exchange teacher must reciprocate by sending a teacher to the visiting teacher’s state in Mexico.  This is normally done for a one-week period during the school district’s spring break.  The benefit to U.S. teachers is to experience the language, culture, and communities where our binational students reside. 
· J-1 visas are required for all exchange teachers. Visa applications will be processed through OSPI.

For additional information regarding the Mexican teacher exchange program, please contact Helen Malagon or Terrie Beckman at (360) 725-6147.

